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Anotace: Tato prezentace slouží k podpoře 
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britské a americké literatury, které jsou 
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prezentace jsou kontrolní otázky k 
ověření získaných znalostí.
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 He was born as 
Samuel Langhorne
Clemens
on November 30, 1835
in Florida

 He became world-wide 
popular writing humor 
stories mostly based on 
his own life experiences



 He was born to a poor family where were 7 
children but only 3 survived their childhood

 The family lived in a port town Hannibal on 
the Mississippi River that inspired him in his 
later literary works 

 He became a printer's apprentice when he 
was 12 and he also worked as a typesetter 
and wrote articles to his brother’s magazine



 Mark Twain when he 
was fifteen



 At the age of 18 he left for New York where he 
worked as a printer a educated himself in public 
libraries

 When he came to New Orleans down the 
Mississippi, one steamboat pilot inspired him to 
become a pilot himself

 It was regarded very prestigious job
 This occupation gave him his pen name, 

Mark Twain, from "mark twain," the shouting
when the river depth was two fathoms (dva 
sáhy)



 Twain married Olivia
Langdon in 1870 and they 
had 3 daughters



 He was awarded an 
honorary doctorate in 
letters in 1907 by 
Oxford University

 This is the gown for his 
degree



 He was appreciated mainly because of his 
humorous writing and social criticism and he 
was a master of colloquial speech

 First he wrote for Virginia City newspaper 
Territorial Enterprise

 “The Celebrated Jumping Frog of 
Calaveras County”  was his first important 
work



 He wrote a lot but many of his works stayed 
unfinished so it is difficult to count them 

 His most popular and most successful works 
remain:

 The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
 The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn



THE ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER

 It is a story of a little boy 
Tom who lives with his 
aunt and his spoilt 
cousin.

 Tom and his friends Joe
Harper and Huckleberry
Finn live the life full of 
adventures which are 
very often funny but 
sometimes also very 
dangerous 



 They see how Joe Indian kills a doctor but makes a 
trick that another man is sentenced

 They try to live on an island like pirates while the 
whole town believe they are drown

 They observe the discovering of a treasure by Joe 
Indian

 Tom and Becky, a girl Tom loves, lose in a cave, 
nobody can find them but meanwhile they can see 
where the treasure is being hidden

 Huck saves the life of a widow Douglas when he can 
hear Joe Indian talking about his plan to kill her



THE ADVENTURES OF HUCKLEBERRY FINN

 Fictional town resembles Hannibal
 Adventures take place on Mississippi river
 Huck Finn tells the story himself in colloquial 

language
 Compared to Tom Sawyer this novel is much 

more critical, there is very lively description 
of lives of people living along Mississippi



 Huck and his friend Jim, an 
runaway slave, travel by 
raft down the Mississippi 
river

 Huck doesn’t want to stay 
with his father, alcoholic, 
and Jim runs away not to 
be sold



CHECK YOURSELF – ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

 1.What kind of novels did Twain write?
 2. Which river inspired him?
 3. What was his job?
 4. What are him most popular novels?
 5. What does Twain describe in them?
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