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Anotace: Tato prezentace slouží k podpoře 
výkladu učitele s využitím interaktivní 
tabule. Prohlubuje znalosti z oblasti 
britské a americké literatury, které jsou 
tématem maturitní otázek. V závěru 
prezentace jsou uvedené kontrolní 
otázky, kde si žák získané znalosti 
ověří.



Citace použitých zdrojů: http://cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soubor:Beo
wulf.firstpage.jpeg
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OLD ENGLISH LITERATURE

BEOWULF



 FIRST PAGE OF THE 
MANUSCRIPT



 This is the oldest literary monument written in the 
Anglo-Saxon language

 It is heroic epic poem
 It is called after the main hero – strong and brave 

Beowulf
 It probably appeared in the 7th century
 It has 3182 lines
 There is the only one manuscript which is in the 

British library



 The story is not set to England but to Denmark and 
Sweden of the 5th century

 It tells a story how King Hrothgar buil a great hall for 
his warriors but a monster Grendel comes here and 
murders the sleeping men

 Beowulf comes form Sweden across the sea and 
fights with Grendel and kills him

 After that Grendel’s mother comes to revenge her 
son and Beowulf kills her too

 He comes back home and becomes king, reigns for 
50 years

 He dies after killing a dragon which attacks his 
kingdom



 Highly appreciated is honour, courage, bravery
 Destiny decides about the life of people
 Beowulf leaves to the battle believing that not his 

bravery but the destiny will decide about the result
 Irish writer Seamus Heaney who was awarded the 

Nobel Prize published a translation of Beowulf in 
modern English in 1999

 The motives from Beowulf appeared in Star Wars, 
in J.R.R. Tolkien’s Middleland

 A lot of films were made e.g. in 1999 with 
Christopher Lambert or in 2007 with John 
Malkovich and Angelina Jolie 



DISCUSSION

 What kind of story would it be in nowadays terms?
 Could you give any examples of similar stories from 

modern literature or film?
 Will we find any example in the Czech literature?
 Do you think the works of old literatures are similar 

in different countries?
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